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Age determination of the commercial whelk Buccinum isaotakii at the Fishing grounds off
IBARAKI pref. JAPAN in the North Pacific Ocean
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Abstract

The biological study was carried out on the commercial whelk Buccinum isaorakii using samples caught by basket trap

and trawl nct of reserch vessel at the fishing grounds off IBARAKI pref. during the period from July 1o August in 2003. The

results obtained are summarized as follows;

(1} The shell hight distribution of B. isaotakii caught by basket trap and trawl net were explored that have several modes

and bumps.

(2) Mean shcll height in each year class and age composition are obtained by analysing the shell height distribution by

computarized program of CASSIE's and TAYLOR's graphical method.

(3) Using the WALFORIY's finite differences diagram the von Bertaranffy growth equation was estimated as follows:

Lt=130.144 (1-exp { -0.20835 (t-0.544) ),
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