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Biological Characteristics of Skipjack Tuna in the Izu and Bonin Sea Area*'

Suguru MASUDA** and Akira NIHIRA

Abstract

Fork length compositions and gonad indices of skipjack tuna in the Izu and Bonin Sea Area and the

Northeastern sea area in Japan were investigated during 1990 to 1997. Skipjack tuna in the Northeastern

sea area grew during spring to autumn, while fishes in the Izu and Bonin Sea Area did not. The former

were immature but the latter matured in summer. These facts indicate that the immature fishes migrated

to the Kuroshio-Oyashio transition region and spent their feeding life from summer to autumn, while

matured fishes stayed in the Izu and Bonin Sea Area from spring to summer for their prespawning life.
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