HRKEUBHER 34 83~86 (1996)
ZRFANTLHEEICED o 5 BARKOIERERR
e W % K

The Lack of the Inter-Nostric Epidermis in Hatchery-reared
Japanese Sea Bass, Lateolabrax japonicus

Yukio YAMAZAKI

Abstract

The morphology of the nostrils of hatchery reared and wild Japanese Sea Bass, Lateolabrax
japonicus, was observed. This morphology was categorized to four types(Type 0—3), by means
of the degree of the lack of the inter-nostric epidermis. Type 0: two nostrils(posterior
and anterior) are completely separated by the inter-nostric epidermis, type 1: anterior nostril
closely borders on posterior nostril, type 2: part of the inter-nostric epidermis is lacking, type
3: inter-nostric epidermis is completly lacking. Individuals with two abnormal nostrils (Type
2 and 3) were found only among hatchery reared fish, with 14—52 appearance rate. This ab-
normality can be attributed to the rearing condition.The morphology of the nostrils of recap-
tured fish released in Lake Hinuma was observed.The appearance rate of abnormal individuals
(type 2,3)did not change for 157 days after release. This suggests that abnormal morphology

did not affect the mortality of fish and can be used as a mark to distinguish released fish from

wild.
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