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Catch Fluctuations of Japanese Eel Anguilla japonica in the Tone River and Lake Kasumigaura

Akira Nihira

Abstract

The biomass of a natural eel in Japan decreased rapidly over the last 30 years or so. The eel catch since 2000
has hecome about 20% of those in the 1960s. In particular, the eel catch in the Tone River System including Lake
Kasumigaura exceeded 1,000 tons per year at the end of 1960s. Tt accounted for 1/3 of the all catches in Japan.
It decreased to approximately about 60 tons per year since 2000. River-mouth barrages were constructed on the
Hitachi River in 1963 and Tone River in 1970 to increase flood control and water availability. The eel catch from
Lake Kasumigaura and the Tone River decreases after completion of these harrages. The percentages of decrease
cel catch from the Naka River, Lake Hinuma and the Kuji River where the barrages were not constructed were
less than that of the Tone River and Lake Kasumigaura. It is estimated that eel catch increase to ten times the
current volume if the elver are able to migrate into Lake Kasumigaura. The construction of a fishway in the

Hitachi River barrage is important for increasing the eel catch in Lake Kasumigaura.
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1911 1961 3,870 464 12.0
1912 1962 3,784 437 115
1913 1963 3,738 293 7.8
1914 4,356 132 3.0 1964 4,882 166 34
1915 4,321 99 2.3 1965 5,620 173 3.1
1916 4651 107 2.3 1966 5,882 180 3.0
1917 4681 101 22 1967 7431 275 3.7
1918 3,357 116 35 1968 7211 261 3.6
1919 3,588 242 6.7 1969 7,556 238 3.1
1920 3,462 255 7.4 1970 7,458 150 20
1921 3,893 286 7.3 1971 7,146 213 3.0
1922 4,004 275 6.9 1972 6,063 166 2.7
1923 4021 254 6.3 1973 7175 88 1.2
1924 3,519 239 6.8 1874 6,061 137 2.3
1925 4,431 268 6.0 1975 8,876 245 28
1926 4,188 283 6.8 1976 7,501 146 1.9
1927 3.898 210 54 1977 7,700 117 15
1928 4,078 216 53 1978 9,173 77 0.8
1929 3,680 234 6.4 1979 7,286 44 0.6
1930 3610 263 7.3 1980 6,764 35 05
1931 3,449 265 1.7 1981 6,525 26 04
1932 3,419 263 7.7 1982 6,227 25 04
1933 3,563 269 75 1983 5,681 21 04
1934 2818 260 9.2 1984 4718 17 04
1935 3,259 255 7.8 1985 5,298 12 0.2
1936 3,364 277 8.2 1986 5,064 8 0.2
1937 3,149 145 4.6 1987 5,229 4 0.1
1938 3,297 148 45 1988 3,876 5 0.1
1939 2,763 179 6.5 1989 3,163 8 0.3
1940 3,375 184 55 1990 2,863 8 0.3
1941 3,998 290 7.3 1991 2,532 10 04
1942 2,011 137 6.8 1992 2,734 12 04
1943 2.836 185 6.5 1993 2,348 16 0.7
1944 3,211 219 6.8 1994 2,214 18 0.8
1945 3,027 109 3.6 1995 1,897 12 0.6
1946 3,276 174 53 1996 2,229 14 0.6
1947 2,595 154 59 1997 2,089 9 04
1948 2,880 162 56 1998 1.424 7 05
1949 2,644 123 47 1999 1,353 8 0.6
1950 3,532 366 10.4 2000 1,037 8 0.8
1951 2,371 114 48 2001 1,223 10 0.8
1952 3,509 261 74 2002 1,007 11 1.1
1953 3,187 103 3.2 2003 922 10 1.1
1954 3,868 178 46 2004

1955 3,367 152 45 2005

1856 3,138 214 6.8 2006

1957 2,865 296 10.3 2007

1958 3,452 401 11.6 2008
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1954 5,451 3,868 177 110 39 4 7 10 3 3
1955 5,566 3,367 152 89 33 7 10 5 3 6
1956 5,757 3,138 215 121 56 14 13 3 5 1
1957 6,788 2,867 296 129 92 32 17 3 18 2
1958 7,251 3,452 402 192 122 33 26 7 13 4
1959 8,513 3,186 422 217 143 9 30 7 8 5
1960 7417 3,566 367 177 105 53 12 3 2 10
1961 8,776 3,883 464 156 167 91 21 2 1 22
1962 8214 3,801 438 192 113 78 13 5 0 31
1963 10,946 4,726 293 106 119 29 6 1 0 26
1964 6,906 4,106 167 53 83 5 6 7 0 6
1965 10,648 5,629 174 50 100 11 3 2 0 3
1966 11,560 5994 180 46 105 5 7 4 9
1967 13,596 7,444 275 38 198 18 10 0 7
1968 14,252 7,224 262 77 146 5 9 2 0 18
1969 13,662 7.558 238 62 108 11 15 9 0 27
1970 15,512 7,459 150 29 78 1] 9 27
1971 15,599 7,145 213 108 78 7 4 0 15
1972 13,376 6,061 166 50 91 3 8 3 0 9
1973 13,395 7,174 88 29 41 5 2 0 1"
1974 13,726 6,063 137 27 95 5 2 0 8
1975 16,954 8,876 245 23 188 12 9 2 11
1976 15,650 7.502 146 37 93 5 6 2 i
1977 15,068 7.701 117 35 67 7 3 5
1978 17,487 9,173 77 19 49 2 2 5
1979 13,778 7,286 44 7 28 2 3 5
1980 12,805 6,764 36 3 17 0 1 14
1981 12080 6525 26 5 14 0 2 5
1982 12,238 6.228 25 6 13 1 1 4
1983 11,069 5,681 21 7 9 1 1 3
1984 7,367 4,718 17 6 8 0 1 2
1985 10,244 5,298 12 3 8 0 2 1
1986 8,244 5,064 8 3 4 0 0 1
1987 8,525 5,229 4 1 3 0 0 0
1988 7,520 3,876 5 1 4 0 0 0
1989 6.859 3,157 3] i 5 0 1 0
1990 5,405 2,863 8 2 6 0 0
1991 5,821 2,532 10 1 9 0 0 0
1992 5,109 2,734 12 7 4 0 0 1
1993 5.214 2,348 16 6 4 5 0 0
1994 4576 2,214 18 3 9 0 0 6
1995 4422 1,997 12 4 6 0 0 2
1996 4,109 2,229 14 4 7 1 1 1
1997 4,263 2,089 9 3 4 1 0 1
1998 2,998 1,424 7 3 3 0 1
1999 2,969 1,353 8 4 3 0 1
2000 2,416 1,037 8 4 3 0 1
2001 2,063 1,223 10 3 5 0 2
2002 1,747 1,007 11 4 5 0 0 2
2003 1,422 922 10 3 5 [} 0 0 1
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1963 7896 5184 1,877 835
1964 650 335 191 124
1965 N N N N
1966 6721 4849 1,392 480
1967 4896 4,358 87 451
1968 N N N N
1969 4340 2604  1.686 50
1970 1,435 590 745 100
1971 N N N N
1972 2194 1,982 212 0
1973 965 965 N N
1974 1943 1943 N N
1975 8396  83% N N
1976 2,668 2668 N N
1977 3282 3282 N N
1978 754 754 N N
1979 6,091 5971 115 5
1980 2041 2941 N N
1981 5948 5948 N N
1982 1818 1,703 115 0
1983 2340 2,246 94 0
1984 3,826 3,740 86 0
1985 709 654 51 4
1986 636 631 3 2
1987 2074 2073 1 0
1988 3971 3,968 3 0
1989 3781 8776 5 0
1990 1420 1,394 26 0
1991 4123 4,088 35 0
1992 2761 2,726 35 0
1993 4939 4,701 239 0
1994 1,331 1,294 37 0
1995 2769 2,734 35 0
1996 1415  *1,385 29 0
1997 429 416 13 0
1998 520 502 17 0
1999 6,135 5913 221 0
2000 1178 1,127 51 0
2001 1,613 1528 85
2002 3468 3,386 82
2003 4160 4,145 15
2004 3478 3436 42
2005 646 641 5
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1962 606 486 168 277 346 438 384
1963 750 538 132 176 245 293 451
1964 644 443 82 127 18.5 167 491
1965 862 610 82 9.5 13.4 174 471
1966 1,102 708 72 6.5 10.2 180 400
1967 1,388 780 110 7.9 1441 275 400
1968 1,175 718 115 9.8 16.0 262 439
1969 1,389 816 171 12.3 21.0 238 718
1970 1,946 1,204 175 9.0 14.5 150 1,167
1971 2,103 1,105 252 120 228 213 1,183
1972 2,134 1,189 283 133 238 166 1,705
1973 1,986 1,039 127 6.4 12,2 88 1,443
1974 2,664 1,506 230 8.6 15.3 137 1,679
1975 3,236 1,838 390 121 21.2 245 1,592
1976 3,136 1,814 252 80 139 146 1,726
1977 3,687 1,985 211 57 10.6 117 1,803
1978 2,756 1,590 147 5.3 9.2 77 1,909
1979 2,444 1,303 75 3.1 5.8 44 1,705
1980 2,247 1,310 60 27 46 35 1,714
1981 2,223 1,250 48 2.2 3.8 26 1,846
1982 3,268 1,254 45 1.4 3.6 25 1,800
1983 2,831 1,266 36 1.3 2.8 21 1,714
1984 2,753 1,731 31 1.1 1.8 17 1,824
1985 3,189 1,466 20 0.6 1.4 12 1,667
1986 2,742 1,481 15 0.5 1.0 8 1,875
1987 2,115 1,021 6 03 0.6 4 1,500
1988 1,865 765 9 0.5 1.2 5 1,800
1989 1,573 187 12 0.8 1.5 8 1,500
1990 1,279 743 13 1.0 1.7 8 1,625
1991 1,677 921 20 1.2 2.2 10 2,000
1992 1,557 986 22 1.4 2.2 12 1,833
1993 1,468 862 33 2.2 3.8 16 2,063
1994 1,502 796 38 2.5 48 18 2,111
1995 1,439 705 31 2.2 4.4 12 2,583
1996 1,330 797 30 2.3 3.8 14 2,143
1997 1,391 849 20 1.4 2.4 9 2,222
1998 944 506 17 1.8 34 7 2,429
1999 921 445 18 20 40 8 2250
2000 861 371 18 2.1 49 8 2,250
2001 819 522 24 2.9 4.6 10 2,400
2002 574 337 28 49 8.3 11 2,545
2003 495 351 28 5.7 8.0 10 2,800
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954 0 30 18 1 1 178 20 21 53 45 12 23 18 ]
1955 0 B2 15 8 124 28 9 30 68 26 5 21 42 5
1956 0 B3 27 20 8 157 87 0 25 82 21 4 17 41 "
1957 632 196 50 72 50 17 7 243 53 130 10 87 28 18 10 59 9
1958 760 226 0 95 41 9 10 318 83 127 6 86 20 21 8 57 17
_1959 766 225 89 84 289 25 1 330 82 112 7 85 33 23 10 57 10
1960 712 160 a4 49 42 [ 260 99 147 g 105 48 25 23 51 22
1961 BB3 260 115 B4 37 15 10 306 158 153 6 208 54 42 22 155 22
1962 871 265 g2 111 43 28 2 269 168 159 10 85 46 2 1 39 21
1063 680 275 60 B8 28 86 15 187 106 106 7 62 31 16 15 9 14
1964 645 3 75 W6 26 81 25 93 73 50 g 83 38 12 24 18
1065 605 354 54 161 21 6 43 123 51 2 39 38 77 59 22 38 18 7
1966 606 445 158 173 24 53 37 oo 81 2 28 30 M 58 22 38 20 "
1957 1083 698 186 3N 21 68 36 164 112 2 65 12 B4 23 28 40 12
1968 908 586 250 210 3| 56 41 1Mo 122 2 26 a1 101 56 24 36 45 g
1969 931 __63f 280 29 54 32 4 1y 121 22 33 93 5| 21 24 42 12
1570 755 556 280 150 38 ap 48 53 97 2 28 2l 72 34 15 19 8 ]
1971 726 451 237 B4 35 28 60 04 {48 743 21 74 38 1918 8 "
1972 656 433 242 T 34 16 n g1 15 2 a0 16 oM 201 36 1
1973 531 385 203 59 35 12 % 40 AR 2 35 21 0 a8 20 18 32 7
1974 535 341 186 51 3 1 62 B8 &7 32 17 69 30 23 15 30 &
1975 g4l 345 195 51 26 6 85 174 N 33 18 59 a5 22 13 24 6
1976 546 338 171 69 22 5 70 91 54 38 27 51 29 20 9 22 8
1477 501 az8 181 68 24 4 70 68 4p 0 33 25 48 27 21 ] 21 [
1978 498 366 183 B2 23 4 74 50 27 0 29 26 49 28 23 ) 21 5
1979 389 304 143 56 20 4 81 21 1 0 28 23 49 78 23 i 20 5
1980 424 284 116 58 20 7 83 13 22 0 28 77 49 29 23 6 20 4
1981 325 253 86 53 27 6 75 15 11 0 25 21 4 23 18 5 20 4
1982 2710 222 73 40 26 5 78 15 10 02t 2 50 24 19 5 26 4
1983 274 228 73 42 29 4 80 13 8 0 23 2 45 20 15 5 25 4
1984 258 215 62 40 32 3 78 12 5 0 24 2 0 17 13 4 23 4
1985 247 209 58 40 31 3 7 0 2 0 24 2 5 2 3 25 4
1986 227 196 55 38 31 z 70 8 2 0 21 2 29 6 3 3 23 3
1987 180 155 55 39 25 2 34 3 1 0 19 2 24 7 3 4 17 3
1988 179 151 52 50 22 1 26 4 1 0 20 a 25 8 3 3 19 3
1989 158 141 59 45 19 1 17 6 2 0 7 2 277 1 § 20 4
1990 143 125 56 5 14 2 8 6 2 0 7 3 39 7 3 4 32 6
1881 140 119 58 37 19 2 3 9 1 0 7 4 0 8 4 4 32 6
1992 154 124 59 43 16 2 4 9 3 0 15 3 0 8 4 4 32 8
1993 123 85 27 38 15 2 3 13 3 [T 4 40 8 4 4 32 7
1994 ne 82 27 36 14 2 3 70 T 3 3 8 4 4 3t 7
1995 119 88 3% 34 15 2 2 1" 1 0 15 4 4 10 4 6 3t 8
1996 109 80 31 30 15 2 2 1" 3 0 11 4 4 10 4 8 31 9
1997 94 72 29 24 14 3 2 72 0 10 3 40 9 4 5 31 10
1998 83 12 49 27 15 3 2 5 2 0 9 1 24 8 4 4 16 10
1999 91 73 3 24 14 3 2 6 1 0 9 2 23 7 3 4 16 1
2000 82 o4 24 20 14 4 1 6 7 0 9 ] 22 5 3 2 17 1
2001 66 49 1 16 13 4 2 72 6 2 24 6 3 2 18 1"
2002 54 36 16 14 1 3 1 74 5 2 28 8 5 2 20 1
2003 60 44 27 10 1 4 1 75 0 5 1 19 § 3 2 14 12
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