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Effects of the Honeybee Release Days of the Small Type Cultivar
Watermelon on Bearing and Quality of the Second Fruit

Takashi Kaizuka, Kunio TANAKA and Masahito Suzuki

Summary

The application method of honeybees in the small type cultivar watermelon of the second harvest

fruit was examined.

1. Concerning the enlargement and quality of the second fruits, it was effective to thin the stock,
and in this case, the enlargement of fruit was excellent in the rootstock in which the plant’s vigour
was especially strong. It seemed to be adequate to thin the stock to about 1/3 the initial amount.

2. The space increased by the thinning, the female flower was satisfactory. And the pollination
ability of the honeybees was improved.

3. Releasing the honeybees for 5~7 days seemed to be sufficient and did not result in
overcropping, and the thinning of stock seemed to be useful.

4. The flowering of the female flower was not observed by the bearing burden after the 19th day,
when the honeybees were released for 20 days.

5. It was adequate that the largest factor in the enlargement of fruit was the number of fruits on
each secondary vine and that the optimum number is 1 per secondary vine. Overcropping seemed

to cause competition in the assimilate product.
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