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Reducing the Cost of European Grape Production by Using Rooting Zone Restriction

in a Greenhouse and a Bunch Regulation Technique by Disbudding

Shizu TANAKADATE, Iwao TERAKADO, Kenji EBASHI and Kazuo TAHIRA

Summary

We attempted to reduce the cost of European grape production by using rooting zone restriction in a greenhouse

and a labor-efficient technique of bunch regulation by disbudding. Production of European grapes in a greenhouse

with a frontage of 5.4 m was possible by restricting the rooting zone area to around one-seventh of the tree crown

area. According to our estimate, the construction cost of this greenhouse was around half to two-third that of the

usual greenhouse used for fruit cultivation. Disbudding shortened the time required for berry thinning by < 50%

of the time required in the control. 'Rubel Muscat' disbudding seemed suitable before 17-22 days of full blossom.
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